INTRODUCTION.                             ix
Puck, a mischievous sprite in his service, to smear the eyes of the sleeping Titania with the juice of a certain flower which will compel her to fall in love with " the next thing then she waking looks upon," and so counteract her affection for the "little changeling boy." While Piiwk is away seeking for this potent flower, Helena and Demetrius come to the spot; and Oberon, overhearing his churlish rejection of her love, determines to use the juice for the further purpose of compelling the " disdainful youth" to return to his allegiance to the " sweet Athenian lady." On the return of his sprite, Oberon squeezes the flower on Titania's eyelids, and Puck goes oft" on the same errand to Demetrius. Meanwhile, however, Hennia and Lysaudcr conic upon the scene; and, weary with wandering about the wood, lay themselves down to sleep upon tjie grass. Puck entering and seeing the pair, supposes Lysander to be the Athenian of whom Oberon had spoken, and promptly anoints his eyes. A moment or two later Demetrius and Helena reappear, and Ly sander, awaking, pours forth protestations of love for Helena, abandoning for her sake the sleeping Ilennia. At this point we come upon the Athenian artisans rehearsing their play of Pynunus and Thisbe, Puck, angry at their daring to intrude upon the fairy haunts, by his magic power fUstens the head of an ass upon the shoulders of Bottom, the principal actor, and with him Titania, as she wakes up, immediately falls in love. The rest of the actors, frightened by Bottom's transformation, scatter in nil directions ; and ho, left alone with Titnnia, is being wooed by her when Oberon re-enters azid is told by Puck of the